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Course description

Main objective
The aim of the course is to introduce the general features, specifics and development of Baltic
religion and mythology, paying particular attention to historical sources and their critical evaluation
on the basis of criteria of reliability and authenticity. The sources are approached diachronically,
with the focus to the most significant ones. The course also introduces to the Baltic pantheon,
deities of the highest and lowest ranks, as well as the representatives of ‘lower mythology.” The
Baltic mythical world-view and its elements, on the basis of which reconstructions of the mythical
world model are made, constitutes an important segment of the course. The aim is to reveal the
specificity of Baltic religion and mythology in an international context and its links with the
mythological traditions of other nations. The course emphasizes the significance of the data from
Baltic mythology for the reconstruction of Indo-European spiritual culture, as well as for the
comparative study of ancient religions.

Goals and competences:
The goal is to introduce Baltic religion and mythology as a distinctive system, to understand the
relationships between the components of the system and their logic, to orientate themselves in the
field of research on Baltic religion and mythology, and to evaluate their contribution to this sphere
of science, the most important scientific discoveries and hypotheses. To examine the sources of
Baltic religion and mythology in order to understand their richness and diversity, as well as their
value and reliability.
Syllabus:
1. Written sources of Baltic religion and mythology: the most significant works and their
authors, the period and themes. The issue of credibility.
2. Folklore and ethnography and their role as sources of Baltic religion and mythology.
Mythological relics found in these sources.
3. Research on Baltic religion and mythology: the most prominent authors, their works, the
main research methods and their contribution to the field.
4.  The myth of Sovij: the plot and religious significance.
5. The gods of the 13th-century historical sources (excerpts from the “The Hypatian Codex”
and the chronicle by John Malalas): the theonyms and their meaning.
6. The legend of Sventaragis: the plot and religious significance.
7. The Dream of Gediminas: the plot and historical sources attesting to the legend.
8. 15th and 16th-century “lists of gods” (“Saduviy knygelé,” works by Jonas Maleckis-
Sandeckis and Jonas Lasickis): names of gods and their functions.
9. The mythical model of the world and its elements. Intermediaries between the spheres of
the world (Heaven, Earth and Underworld).
10. Pantheon. Hierarchy of the Lithuanian gods (based on the works of Petras Dusburgietis
and Simon Grunau). Romuva and its trinity of gods.
11. The meaning and etymology of the word ‘God.’ Perkiinas, its image and main functions.
12. The representatives of the Heavens: the Sun and the Moon and their mythical worldview.
13. The wind and the mythical characters associated with this element.
14. Aitvaras and kaukai: characteristics and interrelation.
15. Laima (Dalia), Laumé and the witch: images, activities and functions.
16. Gabija, goddess of domestic hearth: name and features.




17. The Earth and the phenomena of its homage. Zemyna.

18. The underworld and the world of the dead: the afterlife “journey” and naming the
soul of the deceased. The devil.
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